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Abstract——With the high integration of power electronic tech‐
nologies in microgrids, the reliability assessment considering
power electronic devices has become a hot topic. However, so
far no research has considered the impact of the operation failure
probability of power electronic equipment on the overall reli‐
ability of the microgrid. This paper aims to construct a holistic
operation failure rate model of power electronic systems based
on the overall reliability assessment of islanded microgrid with
high penetration of renewable energy sources (RESs). In addi‐
tion, to improve the reliability of islanded microgrid, the conven‐
tional battery energy storage system (BESS) is replaced by the
hybrid energy storage system (HESS). Based on the proposed
model, the operation failure models for the power electronic
modules in microgrid are built and tested, and then the sensitiv‐
ity analysis is performed for exploring the influence of various
factors on the reliability of the microgrid.

Index Terms——Reliability assessment, reliability improvement,
operation failure rate, power electronics, islanded microgrid.

I. INTRODUCTION

THE reliability engineering emerged firstly to address the
reliability issues in military applications [1] - [3]. There

are two methods that are widely adopted. The first one is the
empirical reliability model, which is based on the historical
operating data [4], [5]. Constant component reliability values

are used to evaluate the system reliability indices. This meth‐
od has been widely applied in the electric power systems to
analyze the average reliability indices [6]. However, the em‐
pirical approach is independent on the operation condition
which means it does not consider the physical cause of elec‐
tronics’ failure. The second one is the physics-based reliabil‐
ity model which was firstly proposed in 1962 [7]-[12]. This
method focuses on identifying the root cause mechanism of
the component failures and is based on the specific opera‐
tion condition.

Reference [13] introduces an analytical adequacy assess‐
ment method to evaluate the reliability of distribution sys‐
tems, considering the issues on the renewable distributed
generators such as the individual reliability model, protec‐
tion strategy and islanding operation. However, this method
caries out the reliability assessment based on the segments
instead of the single individual component. In [14], an evalu‐
ation strategy is proposed to investigate the effects of protec‐
tion schemes on reliability indices for microgrids in different
operation conditions. Reference [15] proposes a probabilistic
framework to conduct reliability analysis and sizing planning
of power systems including the renewable resources and en‐
ergy storage system (ESS). This method considers the uncer‐
tainties of wind turbine generation (WTG), photovoltaic
(PV) generation and load shifting strategies to achieve the
optimal trade-off between the cost and reliability require‐
ments. Reference [16] presents a reliability assessment meth‐
od which deploys multi-state models of constituent compo‐
nents (e.g., distributed generation (DG) resources and battery
energy storage system (BESS)), and an accelerated Monte
Carlo method (MCM) is also proposed and tested. However,
this method could cost considerable computational time. In
[17], reliability assessment is performed for distribution sys‐
tems based on sequential MCM, which considers the effects
of faults and variations of load demand and generation. Be‐
sides, portions of the distribution system can work in island‐
ed mode to supply important loads when there is a fault.
Reference [18] proposes a framework to assess the reliability
of power distribution system integrated with the mobile
BESS (MBESS) and time-varying generation resources. The
reliability of the MBESS is analyzed by Markov models,
and the distribution system reliability is evaluated by MCM.

High reliability is regarded as one of the main technical
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advantages of microgrids, and research efforts have been de‐
voted to the reliability analysis of microgrids in recent years
[19]-[25]. Most of the existing works explore the reliability
by considering the microgrids with the conventional power
generations, or together with renewable energy sources
(RESs). However, the variable failure and repair rates of the
power electronic interfaces are not considered in previous
studies. Reference [19] proposes an approach to evaluate the
reliability from an operation perspective by matching the
generations and loads, in which the components are consid‐
ered completely reliable. References [20] - [23] focus on the
isolated system with constant power output of the generation
units, which cannot be applied to the fluctuating renewable
generation. Based on variable load profiles, [23] schedules
the optimal feeder switching of the system and studies the
impact of the transmission system failure on the customer
service interruption. To evaluate the reliability more accurate‐
ly, [24] considers the protection issues to evaluate the reli‐
ability indices of the islanded microgrids by using a short-
term outage model. Based on this work, [25] - [28] consider
the impact of incorrect responses of the protection system
and employ the short-term outage model to evaluate the
fuzzy reliability indices.

Currently, there are very few works exploring the effects
of power electronic devices and meteorological conditions
on the overall reliability of islanded microgrids simultaneous‐
ly. References [26] and [27] introduce the basic reliability in‐
dices, reliability assessment methods, and reliability improve‐
ment schemes. For the reliability assessment on the compo‐
nent level, the failure rate model proposed in [28] is com‐
monly used in the reliability evaluation of power electronic
devices. Based on the above research, [29] proposes a real-
time model of multi-level converters in the wind turbine gen‐
erator.

In addition, to improve the system reliability, several meth‐
ods focusing on different aspects of the system have been
proposed. The first method is to improve the quality of the
components; the second method is to refine the thermal man‐
agement; and the third method is to add redundancy to the
system from the hardware and software perspectives. For the
redundancy at the system level, it improves the reliability of
power electronic systems greatly. However, this method will
be highly costly and bring new challenges to the reliability
issue of the system. Therefore, the redundancy at the subsys‐
tem level is proposed to overcome this disadvantage, im‐
prove the reliability of the system greatly with a lower cost
and increase the system flexibility [30]. Thus this method is
utilized to improve the system reliability in this paper. Simu‐
lation results are provided to verify the proposed method in
the following section.

While the existing work provides valuable insights on the
reliability of microgrids, the variable failure rates of power
electronic devices are not considered, which are in fact de‐
pendent on a variety of influencing factors. Volatile renew‐
able generations have been widely deployed in microgrids.
The failure of power interfaces, which is affected by the op‐
eration conditions of the components in the microgrid,

would have a negative impact on the overall microgrid reli‐
ability. Thus, the operation reliability considering power elec‐
tronic interfaces has become a critical issue in the reliability
study of the microgrid. To deal with this problem, this paper
proposes a holistic operation reliability model for the power
electronic devices in the microgrid. The failure rates of pow‐
er electronic devices in the proposed model are calculated ac‐
cording to various operation states. And then the overall mi‐
crogrid reliability is evaluated quantitatively. Additionally,
sensitivity studies are performed to examine the influences
of several major factors on the operation reliability of the mi‐
crogrid .

II. OPERATIONAL FAILURE RATE OF POWER ELECTRONIC

SYSTEM

In this section, a comprehensive failure rate model related
to power electronics is proposed and illustrated. The model
is composed of several procedures which assess the reliabili‐
ty performance of power electronic systems based on the
specific operation condition. The proposed model is demon‐
strated in Fig. 1. The operation condition date are based on
the specific operation environment and specific applications.
The converter model determines electrical stresses of compo‐
nents. The loss model depends on topology, control, modula‐
tion and component parameters. The thermal model deter‐
mines temperature rise and thermal factors of components.
The component reliability model contains empirical and
physical models and determines operation failure rate of de‐
vices. The system reliability model contains system-level reli‐
ability assessment.The input to the general model determines
the operation conditions of power electronic systems. Vari‐
ous reliability metrics including the failure rate, reliability
and availability can be obtained from the model.

A. Power Generation Model

1) Output Power of WTG
The power production of WTG systems can be calculated

based on the following:

PWTG =

ì

í

î

ï
ï
ï
ï

Pwr vr £ v < vco

Pwr

v - vci

vr - vci

vci £ v < vr

0 others

(1)

Operational condition data

Thermal model

Converter model 

Component reliability model 

System reliability model

Loss model

Fig. 1. System-level failure model of reliability assessment procedure.
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where PWTG is the output of the wind turbines; Pwr is the rat‐
ed output of the wind turbines; v is the rated wind speed; vci

is the cut-in wind speed; vco is the cut-out wind speed; and
vr is the rated wind speed [31].
2) Output Power of PV

The power production of the PV system can be calculated
by:

PPV = Psr [1 - 0.0045(Ta - Er ) ] S
Sr

(2)

where PPV is the output of the PV modules; Ta is the ambient
temperature; S is the solar illumination; Psr is the rated out‐
put of the PV modules; Er is the reference temperature; and
Sr is the reference solar illumination. It can be seen that the
output power of PV is primarily determined by the meteoro‐
logical factors [32].
3) Output Power of Micro-turbine Generator (MTG)

MTGs are considered to be dispatchable generation in the
electrical energy systems [33]. MTG is grid-forming DG to
support the operation of the system. When it can fully meet
the deficiency between the required load and the outputs
from other generation subsystems, the output of the micro-
turbines can be calculated by:

PMTG = PRMTG (3)

where PMTG is the output of the MTG; and PRMTG is the rated
output of the MTG.

Otherwise, the output of the micro-turbines can be ex‐
pressed by:

PMTG = P max
MTG (4)

where P max
MTG is the maximum output of MTG.

4) Power Flow of ESS
In the islanded microgrid deployed with renewable genera‐

tions, when there is a mismatch between the power supplied
by the generation systems and load requirement, the ESS is
used to balance the power supply and demand [34]. The
ESS acts as a transfer station to store the remaining energy
and supply the system when needed. When there is a mis‐
match between the power supply Pg and load requirements
Pload and Ploss, ESS will fill the gap. To reduce the charging/
discharging rate of the ESS, generation system supplies pow‐
er to the loads with the peer-to-peer control energy manage‐
ment strategy in this paper. Considering the switching losses
in the power electronic interfaces in the microgrid, the rela‐
tionship between the output of different systems in the mi‐
crogrid can be expressed as:

ì
í
î

PESS + Pg = Pload + Ploss

Pg = PWTG + PPV + PMTG

(5)

where PESS is the power flow between the ESS and the mi‐
crogrid. When the sign of PESS is positive, it means that ESS
is in the discharging mode. Otherwise, ESS is in the charg‐
ing mode. The worst condition is that when MTG maximiz‐
es its output, there is still a mismatch between generation
system and load requirements. Thus the micorgrid has to
shed some non-priority loads.

B. Power Loss Model

The power loss of voltage source converter (VSC) is the
sum of the power losses of the diodes and insulated gate bi‐
polar transistors (IGBTs). The loss of each component (di‐
ode or IGBT) can be calculated based on the output power,
voltage, current, and switch frequency of the wind turbines,
PV modules, ESS or MTGs [32]. The power loss of each di‐
ode or IGBT component in the VSC can be expressed as fol‐
lows [33], [34]:

Pdiode = Vdiode I ( )1
2π
∓ M

8
cos θ + Rdiode I 2 ( )1

8
∓ M

3π
cos θ +

f
π

VDC I

V ref
diode I ref

diode

Ediode (6)

PIGBT = VIGBT ( )1
2π

±
M
8

cos θ + RIGBT I 2 ( 1
8

±
M
3π

cos θ) +

f
π

VDC

V ref
IGBT I ref

IGBT

Eon + Eoff (7)

where Rdiode is the conduction resistance for each diode; Ediode

is the rated switching loss for each diode; Vdiode is the volt‐
age drop across the diode; I ref

diode, V ref
diode are the reference com‐

mutation current and voltage, respectively; VDC is DC link
voltage; M is the modulation index of different converters; θ
is the angle by which the current leads the voltage; I is the
peak phase current which can be expressed as (8) [29]; RIGBT

is the conduction resistance for each IGBT; VIGBT is the volt‐
age drops across the IGBT; and Eon, Eoff are the power losses
of IGBT during the switching operation. For the symbols
“∓” in (6) and “±” in (7), when taking the upper sign, the
equation represents the grid-side converter; when taking the
lower sign, the calculation is for the power loss of the gener‐
ator-side converter.

I ≈ 2 Pt

3 Ul

(8)

where Pt is the power output of the generation systems or
ESSs, and Ul is the line-to-line voltage on the AC side. The
total power loss of the converters can be expressed as:

Ploss =∑
i = 1

N1

PIGBT,i +∑
j = 1

N2

Pdiode,j (9)

where N1 and N2 are the numbers of IGBTs and diodes in
the converters, respectively.

C. Thermal Model

The power losses of the devices can be used as the inputs
of the thermal model to obtain the thermal factors of the de‐
vices. The thermal model is developed to predict the thermal
factors including the junction temperature and temperature
variation and detect the thermal cycling of the devices. The
junction temperature and temperature variation are critical
factors to semiconductor devices [31]. The temperature rise
in the converters can be calculated as [29]:

Tmodule = Tambient + Rha Ploss (10)

where Tambient is the ambient temperature; and Rha is the ther‐
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mal resistance from the ambient to heat sink.

D. Component Reliability Model

In the failure rate model of this study, the hourly failure
rates are used. The failure rate model of each component in
the system can be expressed as [26]:

λ i = ΠPMΠprocessΠ induced (γTHΠTH + γTCΠTC + γMΠM + γRHΠRH )
(11)

where ПPM is the manufacturing factor; Пprocess is the aging
quality of the component during its lifetime; Пinduced is the
factor of the component’s over-stress ability; γTH, γTC, γM, γRH

are the basic failure rates influenced by temperature, thermal
cycling, mechanism and humidity, respectively; λi is the fail‐
ure rate of the ith component in the microgrid; ПM and ПRH

are the mechanical factor and humidity factor, respectively;
and ПTH, ПTC are the thermal factor and thermal cycling fac‐
tors, respectively, and they can be expressed as:

ΠTH = exp ( )11604 × 0.44 × ( )1
293

-
1

Tambient + ΔT + 273

(12)

ΠTC =

12 × 0.53 × ( )ΔTcycling

20

2.5

exp (1414 × ( )1
313

-
1

Tmax + 273 )(13)

The above equations are for a phase, ΔT = 10 ℃, ΔTcycling

is the temperature variation, and Tmax is the maximum tem‐
perature.

E. System Reliability Model

Building reliability model of subsystems in microgrid is
shown in Fig. 2, and the failures caused by thermal over-
temperature and thermal cycling can be considered. Because
of variations of meteorological factors, output of renewable
generation varies from time to time. Thus, the power loss of
the power electronics will cause the temperature rise of the
components and finally lead to the failure of components.

Based on the above analysis, the reliability metrics of
components which contain the failure rate, mean time to fail‐
ure (MTTF), mean time to repair (MTTR), and availability
of the components, can be obtained. Considering each sub‐
system as a whole, each generation system is in series, thus
the failure rate of generation system is the sum of each elec‐
tronic interface. In addition, hybrid energy storage system
(HESS) is a hybrid system, thus the failure rate is evaluated
based on the physical configuration and the reliability met‐

rics. At the system level, the fault tree analysis (FTA) meth‐
od is applied to the reliability evaluation of power electronic
systems of the subsystems. Then the obtained reliability met‐
rics are applied to the short-term outage model to evaluate
the reliability of the islanded microgrid from the perspec‐
tives of customers.

III. RELIABILITY ASSESSMENT AND IMPROVEMENT

A. Short-term Outage Model

After obtaining the failure rates of the power electronics
from the analysis above, the operation reliability indices con‐
sidering the time-varying failure rates of the power electron‐
ics in the islanded microgrids can be evaluated. The effect
of the renewable energy, which contributes to the volatile
variation of the temperature of power electronic devices, on
the supply of the islanded microgrids can be evaluated
through the short-term outage model in this paper. Since the
operation failure rate model for each subsystem takes the me‐
teorological and environmental factors into consideration,
their failure rates are dependent on time. By utilizing the
short-term outage model [24], [25], the operation reliability
indices including the outage time and repair rate of each
load can be obtained. Based on the operation reliability indi‐
ces and the power indices from the perspectives of custom‐
ers analyzed above, the influence of different micro-sources
on different loads in the islanded microgrid can be reflected
effectively through the time-varying power reliability indices
such as system average interruption frequency (SAIFI), sys‐
tem average interruption duration (SAIDI) and energy not
supplied (ENS) for the overall islanded microgrids which are
shown as follows:
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where Ui (i = 1, 2, ..., N) is the outage time of ith load point;
matrix r = (rij) represents the repair rate; h ( )i,: equals to 1
when its related repair rate has variations, otherwise, it is
equal to 0; λj (j = 1, 2, ..., M) is the operation failure rate of
the jth micro-source system considering the influence of both
the operation failure rate of the power electronic system ap‐
plied in each micro-source generation system and the failure
rate of each source; λLP,i, rLP,i are the failure rate and repair
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Fig. 2. Operational converter outage model of subsystem.
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time of each load point, respectively. Then the system indi‐
ces can be expressed as below.

1) SAIFI index (customer per year)

SAIFI =
∑
i = 1

N

λLP,i Mi

∑
i = 1

N

Mi

(18)

where Mi is the number of customers in the ith load point.
2) SAIDI index (customer per year)

SAIDI =
∑
i = 1

N

Ui Mi

∑
i = 1

N

Mi

(19)

3) ENS index

ENS =
Δt∑

i = 1

N

Li

∑
i = 1

N

Mi

(20)

where Li is the load curtailment; and Δt is the time interval
when operation reliability indices are evaluated.

B. Reliability Improvement at Subsystem Level

In the microgrid with high penetration of renewable gener‐
ation systems, the power fluctuation of storage units in‐
cludes high-frequency variation due to the uncertainty of me‐
teorological factors and load requirement [27]-[29] and low-
frequency variation. Generally, the high-frequency variation
requires the energy storage units to respond quickly, which
means that they have high power density, while the low-fre‐
quency variation requires high energy density of the storage
units. Reference [35] proposes a power sharing approach
based on the residential load, and it conducts optimal stand‐
by assessment of microgrids in both reliable operation and
economic aspects through a nonlinear frequency droop
scheme.

Batteries are being widely applied as the energy storage
equipment in different applications such as hybrid vehicles,
utility power systems [36], and DG system. However, it is
difficult to recover from fast power fluctuation, and this pro‐
cess will reduce the lifetime of batteries. Nevertheless, none
of the single storage unit can provide optimal response to
both high-frequency and low-frequency power exchange fluc‐
tuations simultaneously [37]. Compared with batteries, ener‐
gy is stored in or exported from super-capacitors (SCs) by
static reaction instead of the electro-chemical reaction in bat‐
teries. Thus, the SCs have higher power density and are able
to respond faster. From the analysis above, combining differ‐
ent energy storage devices to form HESS can achieve better
power and energy performances. This model combines the
advantages of each storage device and improves the reliabili‐
ty of the power system. Because the technology of battery
and SC is relatively mature, they are being deployed as com‐
bined energy storage recently [38], [39]. Reference [40] pres‐
ents a methodology for optimally sizing RES and ESS in a
grid-connected microgrid, considering a number of con‐
straints such as the cost, the reliability, and the effect on en‐

vironment. In addition, a comparative study is performed to
demonstrate that an MG with HESS exhibits a better perfor‐
mance than the battery storage system. Reference [41] pres‐
ents a comparative study on HESS applied to a power sys‐
tem integrated with RES. Reference [42] proposes a model
predictive control scheme for an HESS to decrease the charg‐
ing rate of batteries and maintain the current and voltage of
the ultra-capacitor, thus increasing the lifetime of the battery.
The reliability of individual battery modules and power elec‐
tronic converters is evaluated to perform the reliability as‐
sessment of the whole system. A comparative study is car‐
ried out for different system configurations and management
strategies for BESS. The optimal planning of storage facili‐
ties in the distribution system is studied in [43] based on the
short-term optimal power flow considering uncertainties. The
method aims to minimize the cost by determining the opti‐
mal location, capacity and power rating of storage units. Ref‐
erence [44] proposes a control strategy and a power alloca‐
tion method for power systems penetrated with WTG and
PV generation systems to smooth out the power fluctuation
and regulate the state of charge (SOC) of batteries. A new to‐
pology is proposed in [45] for HESS applied to electric
drive vehicles by replacing the DC/DC converter with small‐
er capacity, keeping batteries from frequent charging, and in‐
creasing the battery life. Reference [46] proposes a systemat‐
ic method to evaluate the distribution system reliability by
considering the effect of telecontrolled distribution switching
devices and the islanded operation in distribution system.
And this method turns out to be able to enhance the reliabili‐
ty performance.

The commonly used topologies of HESS in microgrid are
shown in Fig. 3(a) and (b). As shown in Fig. 3(a), the addi‐
tion of the SC greatly decreases the electrical stresses of the
battery from the perspective of component level. The battery
has a relatively low power density. If it is applied in the con‐
dition where it is always being charged or discharged sud‐
denly, the failure rate of the battery will increase greatly,
and thus decrease the reliability level of the ESS. The topolo‐
gy has a high efficiency.

As shown in Fig. 3(b), SC and batteries are connected in
parallel to the microgrid through the DC/AC converter. Each
energy storage unit is equipped with the DC/AC converter
separately. It can respond fast to the voltage and frequency
of the microgrid. Each DC/AC converter can be configured
independently to meet its own power demand, but this topol‐
ogy cannot suppress the power fluctuation effectively.

Bidirectional DC/DC converter has the characteristics of
low cost and high efficiency. It can realize bidirectional pow‐
er flow with fewer components and greatly reduce the
weight and volume of the system. To realize fast bidirection‐
al power flow of ESS, bidirectional DC/DC converter must
be able to switch modes frequently and has two conduction
modes: ① complementary PWM conduction mode and ② in‐
dependent PWM conduction mode [47], [48].

HESS composed of batteries and SCs prolongs the life‐
time of batteries and responses faster to intermittent sources.
From the perspective of system level, the parallel configura‐
tion provides a backup support for ESS. Although HESS is
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being widely applied in various applications, the reliability
assessment considering the operation failure rate of the pow‐
er electronics has not been studied yet. To this end, this pa‐
per studies the reliability improvement of the islanded mi‐
crogrids with HESS.

IV. CASE STUDIES

A. Test System

A modified benchmark 0.4 kV test system [24] is em‐
ployed and simulated in the case study. The test system con‐
sists of 11 nodes as shown in Fig. 4. The load profile of
each load point LP and the parameters of the transmission
lines l are provided in [24]. This tested microgrid system is
composed of 12 feeder lines connecting between loads and
DGs. In addition, there are tie switches in L6 and L11.
When the microgrid works properly, L6 and L11 are open-
circuited. The DGs in the system is composed of PVs,
WTGs, MTGs and ESS. The PVs and WTGs are considered
as uncontrollable micro-sources. There are three PVs, one
WTG and one ESS in the system. The rated output and loca‐
tion of DGs are referred in [24], [25] and the main parame‐
ters for the power electronic devices in this tested islanded
microgrid are referred in [26].

To calculate the systematical reliability indices, the repair
rate and failure rate for the modules and breakers are ob‐

tained from [24]. In addition, the topologies for the subsys‐
tems are illustrated in Fig. 5(a) and (b).

B. Meteorological Condition

The meteorological statistics of a given day in summer
2010 in Milwaukee, USA, are shown in Fig. 6.

C. Simulation Results and Analysis

1) Considering Operational Failure Rate of Power Electronics
To verify the proposed model, two cases are studied. In

Case 1, the operation failure rates of the power electronics
are considered, while they are not considered in Case 2.
Both cases use the short-term model to calculate the reliabili‐
ty indices and take the effect of the micro-sources into con‐
sideration. The results are shown in Fig. 7.

Comparing the two cases, Case 2 ignores the impact of
power electronic failures on the system reliability indices. It
only considers the operation condition influence of micro-
source fluctuating supply on the reliability indices. As
shown in Fig. 7, the reliability indices of Case 1 are all
greater than those of Case 2.

Considering the operation impact of the power electronics,
the reliability performance of microgrid shows negative
trends. In addition, the curves of the three indices are similar
to each other. It can be seen that in Case 2, with the empiri‐
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cal failure rates adopted, it cannot reflect the effect of opera‐
tion condition on the failure rate of the devices. Since the
operation conditions of the microgrids are changeable, the
failure rate of the power electronic devices and the parame‐
ters such as component failure rate, will directly affect the
calculated reliability indices of the load points and the over‐
all system.

2) Validating Proposed Reliability Improvement Method
After building the operation failure model of ESS, to in‐

vestigate the impact of different types of ESS on the island‐
ed microgrid and verify the effect of the HESS, Cases 1, 3
and 4 are studied. Firstly, BESS without considering bidirec‐
tional-DC/DC converter model is built in Case 1. Then, bidi‐
rectional-DC/DC converter model is added, and the opera‐
tion failure model of BESS is built in Case 3. To improve

the reliability level of ESS in subsystem level, HESS is ap‐
plied to the islanded microgrid and the operation failure
model of HESS is built in Case 4. The hourly reliability indi‐
ces of these cases are calculated and illustrated in Fig. 8.

The results are shown in Fig. 8. By comparing Case 3 and
Case 4, the reliability indices decrease obviously, which indi‐
cates that the microgrid with HESS shows a better perfor‐
mance than the microgrid with BESS. This approach adds a
redundant support for ESS. When the batteries or SCs have
failure, ESS can still partly maintain its performance to sup‐
ply the customers. Thus, the comparison of the two cases
verifies the reliability improvement method presented in Sec‐
tion Ⅲ.

Comparing Case 1 and Case 3, the addition of bidirection‐
al DC/DC converter increases the operation failure rate of
ESS, because the failure rates of batteries are assumed to
have the same value in these two cases. In practice, the bidi‐
rectional DC/DC converter will decrease the electrical stress‐
es and amount of the batteries, and thus the failure rate of
the batteries will be smaller. Therefore, finding a balance be‐
tween the added redundancy to the system and the increase
of failure rate caused by power electronics is of great signifi‐
cance. It can be seen from the results that the large-scale ap‐
plication of power electronic devices also brings new hidden
danger for the reliability of microgrid systems. Improving
the reliability of high-power converter circuits is an urgently
needed part of microgrid technology.
3) Considering Different Types of Micro-sources

This part explains the different types of micro-source im‐
pact on the reliability performance of the islanded microgrid.
PV and WTG systems are uncontrollable generations and the
MTG system falls into controllable generations.

For the 1st condition, the islanded microgrid is fully sup‐
plied by renewable energy generation systems (WTG and
PV). Four cases as listed in Table Ⅰ are analyzed, and the re‐
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liability indices for the overall system are calculated.

Figure 9 shows that as compared with Case 1, the reliabili‐
ty indices of Case 5 including SAIDI and SAIFI decrease
while ENS increases. Compared with Case 1, the PV system
shows better performance because the operation failure rate
of the PV system (one stage) is smaller than the WTG sys‐
tem (two stages). However, when the system is fully pow‐
ered by all WTG systems in Case 7, the system reliability
decreases greatly since all the reliability indices including
SAIDI, SAIFI and ENS increase. Because of the highly inte‐
grated power electronics, the negative impact of power elec‐
tronic failures on reliability indices is significant. In addi‐
tion, it can be found that when the PV system is replaced by
the WTG system, the overall reliability indices show an up‐
ward trend.

For the 2nd condition, three cases as listed in Table Ⅱ are
analyzed to compare the reliability performance of microgrid
with controllable generation system by replacing the WTG
or PV system with the MTG system. The comparison and
figures of the reliability indices are illustrated below.

As shown in Fig. 10, the microgrid in Case 8 shows bet‐
ter performance compared to Case 1. All the three indices
decrease greatly, especially ENS. Because the MTG system
has the same topology as the WTG system, the effect of op‐

eration failure rate is similar. In addition, the power output
of MTG can be controlled based on load requirements.
Based on Case 8, when replacing one PV system with WTG,
the resulting indices SAIDI and SAIFI of Case 9 increase be‐
cause the impact of electronic devices is greater. However,
ENS decreases because WTG shows better performance in
power supply.

Based on Case 8, all the PV systems are replaced with
WTG systems in Case 10. As analyzed above, the microgrid
has better performance, and all the reliability indices de‐
crease. From the analysis above, it is shown that the types
of micro-sources have great influence on reliability indices
of the overall system.

V. SENSITIVITY STUDIES

A. Effect of Wind Turbine Parameter

The parameters of wind turbines can affect the output
power of WTG and consequently affect the reliability met‐
rics of the components. Thus, they have the influence on the
failure rate of the system.
1) Cut-in Wind Speed

In this section, the effect of vci on the system reliability
performance is further studied. vci is set with different values
from 2.5 m/s to 4.0 m/s in the test. The setting values are all

TABLE II
THREE CASES UNDER 2ND CONDITIONS

Case

8

9

10

Condition

1 MTG + 3 PVs

1 MTG + 2 PVs + 1 WTG

1 MTG + 3 WTGs

TABLE I
FOUR CASES UNDER 1ST CONDITION

Case

1

5

6

7

Condition

1 WTG + 3 PVs

4 PVs

2 PVs + 2 WTGs

4 WTGs
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Fig. 9. Reliability indices of Cases 1, 5, 6, and 7.
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less than vr , and the hourly operation failure rates of WTG
are shown in Fig. 11.

From the power model of WTG, it is obvious that when
vci increases, the generation of WTGs decreases. Figure 11
shows that with the increase of cut-in speed, the power gen‐
eration ability is weakened. It means that the power generat‐
ed decreases and the electrical stresses of power electronics
decrease accordingly.
2) Cut-out wind speed

To further study the impact of vco on the reliability perfor‐
mance, vco is set as different values from 14 m/s to 20 m/s.
The setting values are all greater than Vr, and the hourly op‐
eration failure rates of WTGs are shown in Fig. 12. It is ob‐
vious that, the generation of the wind turbine generators in‐
creases when vco is increased.

As shown in Fig. 12, vco has slight effect on the operation
failure rate of the converter. When vco increases, the power
generation capability is improved at the first change of the
parameter, then stays as the same. It is because the power
supply increases and the electrical stress increases, thus the
failure rate is slightly greater.
3) Rated Wind Speed

To further study the impact of vr on reliability perfor‐
mance, vr is set as different values from 11.5 m/s to 14.5 m/
s in the test. The setting values are all in the range between
vci and vco. The operation failure rates of the WTG system in
different conditions are shown in Fig. 13.

As shown in Fig. 13, vr has great effect on the operation
failure rate of the converter, especially from hour 1 to hour

11. With vr increases, the power generation decreases, which
means that the electrical stresses decrease, thus the failure
rate is lower .

B. Effect of PV Parameters

For the PV arrays, the parameters including Er, Sr and Gr

(rated generation) will also affect the output of PV genera‐
tion and the operation condition of converters, and conse‐
quently have influence on the failure rates of the overall sys‐
tem.
1) Rated solar illumination

In this section, the effect of Sr on the reliability perfor‐
mance is further studied. The rated solar illumination is set
as different values. The hourly operation failure rates of PV
system are shown in Fig. 14. When the rated solar illumina‐
tion increases, the generation of PV arrays decreases.

From the power model of PV, it is obvious that when the
rated solar illumination increases, the output of the PV ar‐
rays decreases greatly. As shown in Fig. 14, with the in‐
creased rated solar illumination, the power generation ability
is weakened, which means the power generated decreases
and the electrical stresses of power electronics decrease ac‐
cordingly, thus the operation failure rate of PV system de‐
creases.
2) Rated Temperature

To further study the impact of Er on the reliability perfor‐
mance, the rated temperatures of PV arrays are set as 16, 20,
25 and 30 centigrade, respectively. The hourly operation fail‐
ure rates of PV system are shown in Fig. 15.
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As shown in Fig. 15, the rated temperature has great ef‐
fect on the operation failure rate of the converter. When this
parameter increases, the output of PV arrays increases. The
effect is more obvious from hour 12 to hour 14, because the
solar illumination is stronger during this period and thus the
output of PV arrays increases greatly. In contrast, the effect
is slight from 0 to hour 9. As the solar illumination gets
stronger, the power generation ability of the PV arrays in‐
creases. The electrical stresses increase, and consequently,
the failure rate is higher.
3) Rated Generation

To further study the impact of the rated generation on the
reliability performance, the rated generation of PV arrays is
set as different values. The hourly operation failure rates of
PV are shown in Fig. 16.

From the power model of PV, it is obvious that when the
rated generation increases, the generation of PV arrays in‐
creases. As shown in Fig. 16, the gap between the curves is
bigger from hour 12 to hour 14. Because during this period,
the solar illumination is stronger and reaches the peak at
hour 13, and thus the output of PV arrays increases greatly.
When the output of PV arrays increases, the electrical stress‐
es of the devices are heavier, and consequently the failure
rate increases when the rated generation increases.

C. Effect of ESS Capacity

For the islanded microgrid with high penetration of RES,
ESS plays an important role in mitigating the uncertain char‐
acteristics of the renewable power. To verify the effect of
the ESS capacity on system reliability, the capacity of the
battery in ESS is adjusted from 500 kW and 1250 kW in the
test. As shown in the test results, the reliability indices in‐
crease with the growth of battery capacity.

When the capacity of ESS increases, the power flow
through power electronics in ESS gets higher, and thus the
electrical stresses of the devices increase. In general, the fail‐
ure rate increases when battery capacity increases. In addi‐
tion, the reliability indices of the microgrid are shown in
Fig. 17.

As the results shown above, when the capacity of ESS in‐
creases, the electrical stresses of power electronics in conver‐
sion system increase, and therefore the failure rate of this
subsystem increases. Thus, the values of SAIDI and SAIFI
increase while ENS decreases in general. As shown in the
figures above, the reliability indices with larger ESS capaci‐
ty are higher than the cases with smaller ESS capacity from
hour 17 to hour 18. It is because during the time, the load of
the microgrid is heavy, the power flow of ESS is high, and
therefore the probability of load outage and ENS is higher.

D. Characteristics of Yearly Operational Failure Rate

For the study of yearly operation failure rate of islanded
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microgrid in this paper, the meteorological statistics in the
whole year 2010 in Milwaukee are used and shown in Figs.
18-20.

Based on the statistics in the figures above, the WTG and
the operation failure rates for the power electronics are calcu‐
lated and shown in Figs. 21-22.

As shown in the figures above, the wind generation re‐
flects the wind speed fluctuation in summer and autumn di‐
rectly, and the trend of the hourly generation curve is consis‐

tent with the wind speed. The relatively lower failure rate
for the WTG system appears from 0 to hour 2000 and from
hour 7000 to hour 8760. Because the meteorological factors
such as lower wind speed and lower temperature cause less
power generation, the thermal factor of power electronics are
smaller, and the failure rate during the period is smaller. The
operation failure rate shows a closer relationship with the
ambient temperature, and it also reflects seasonal fluctuation
of wind power.

Based on meteorological statistics, the hourly solar genera‐
tion and operation failure rate for PV are calculated and
shown in Figs. 23 and 24.

As shown in the above figures, from hour 2000 to hour
4800, the solar generation reflects the hourly solar illumina‐
tion in general. For the operation failure rate of PV systems,
it shows an upward trend and reaches the highest point
around hour 4800 because of the strong solar illumination
and high temperature around that time. Then, it starts to de‐
crease but still remains on a high level from hour 4800 to
hour 6200. The trend of the hourly converter failure rate
curve is consistent with the ambient temperature, and it also
reflects the fluctuation of solar illumination in summer and
autumn.

VI. CONCLUSION

Large-scale application of power electronic devices great‐
ly impacts the reliability of microgrids. The operation reli‐
ability indices for a modified 0.4 kV islanded benchmark
system are evaluated and the proposed operation model is
verified in this paper. To improve the system reliability, the
conventional BESS are replaced with HESS. The results
show that the system reliability with HESS has a better per‐
formance than the system with BESS. Finally, the sensitivity
analysis is performed to study the influence of several rele‐
vant factors on the system reliability.

Based on the work in this paper, additional research ef‐
forts can be focused on the following aspects.

1) Considering more weather conditions such as extreme
weather conditions in component failure model and studying
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their impact on system reliability.
2) Integrating forecasting technology for meteoro-logical

factors to predict the system failure rate prediction.
3) Calculating the unavailability of each subsystem and an‐

alyzing the contribution of each component to system reli‐
ability.

4) Performing economic analysis. Finding the optimal
trade-off between the reliability and cost considering the in‐
vestment and the maintenance to choose the optimal topolo‐
gy of HESS.

5) Calculating the system reliability for multiple systems
with different topology, considering the connection to the dis‐
tribution network and calculating more reliability indices
with the load.

6) Analyzing more parameters for generation system and
ESS for the sensitivity part.
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